22nd Philippine Biodiversity Symposium:
Cultural and Biodiversity Values of Conservation Areas
Central Mindanao University, Musuan, Bukidnon from
16 – 19 April 2013
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Introduction:
The Wildlife Conservation Society of the Philippines (WCSP) is a professional
organization of wildlife researchers, managers, scientists and conservationists. It has
been holding its biodiversity symposia at different parts of the country every April since
1992.
The annual WCSP symposiums serve a very important role in bringing together
conservation practitioners, scientists, teachers, students and policy makers to learn from
each other and discuss the best ways forward for Philippine conservation and biodiversity
research. Compared to other international meetings, the WCSP symposium is unique in that
1) it is multi-disciplinary, 2) it combines conservation science and practice, 3) it is
affordable and easily accessible and 4) it strongly promotes the participation of Philippine
high school and undergraduate students. There is no other venue in the Philippines that
offers a similar platform for learning and sharing conservation lessons between
participants with varied backgrounds, experience and expertise fields. As such, the WCSP
symposiums contribute importantly to the advance of biodiversity research and evidencebased conservation practices in the Philippines.
The 22nd Annual Philippine Biodiversity Symposium was held on 16-19 April 2013 at
Musuan, Bukidnon, in Mindanao and was hosted by Central Mindanao University. This is
the fourth time the meeting will be held in Mindanao and the first time in Bukidnon. The
2013 WCSP symposium will have a particular emphasis on conservation areas and their
biological and cultural values.
Project Objectives:
1. Organize and conduct the 22th WCSP symposium on 16-19 April 2013 at Musuan,
Bukidnon, in Mindanao at the campus of Central Mindanao University.
2. Provide an opportunity for high school and undergraduate students to participate in
and present research work at the 22th WCSP conference.
3. Develop a sustainable financing and operating mechanism to sustain the operations of
the WCSP and lessen the dependence on sponsorships and small grants to organize the
annual WCSP symposium.
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Highlights:
1. The 22nd Philippine Biodiversity Symposium
The Wildlife Conservation Society of the Philippines (WCSP) held its 22 nd Annual
Philippine Biodiversity Symposium at the Farmers Training Center in Central Mindanao
University (CMU) in Musuan, Bukidnon, from April 16-19, 2013.
The theme for this year’s gathering of wildlife researchers and conservationists was
“Cultural and Biodiversity Values of Conservation Areas”. The symposium was a venue
for learning from each others’ researches, conservation strategies, and experiences.
The symposium had 30 oral presentations and 75 posters on various aspects of wildlife
conservation including research, site conservation action, advocacy, education, and
policy. Workshops on topics such as the science of local ecological knowledge, cultural
values and protected area management, and integrating wildlife conservation in the
classroom were opened to participants.

Almost 300 participants from all over the Philippines and abroad attended the Philippine
Biodiversity Symposium. Foreign participants came from Indonesia, the Netherlands, the United
Kingdom, and the United States.

WCSP President Dr. Nina Ingle and CMU Vice--‐President Dr. Luzviminda T. Simborio
welcomed over 250 participants to this event, with inspirational messages from Amay
Matangkilan Cumatang, Datu of the Higaonon tribe in Mintapod, Impasug--‐ong, in
Bukidnon, and Forester Ruth Tawan--‐Tawan, Regional Executive Director of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Region X.
The keynote speaker, Dr. Mark Infield, Director of Cultural Values and Conservation of
Fauna & Flora International (FFI), has 30 years of experience working in nature
conservation in Asia and Africa, particularly on integrating local values into
conservation initiatives. Dr. Infield spoke on the importance of cultural values. He
quoted Albert Einstein, "not everything that can be counted counts, and not everything
that counts can be counted."
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WCSP President Dr. Nina Ingle
welcomed participants to the
symposium as (from L-R) Datu Amay
Matangkilan Cumatang of Mintapod,
Impasug-ong, Bukidnon, CMU VicePresident Dr. Luzviminda T. Simborio,
and Forester Ruth Tawan-Tawan,
Regional Executive Director of the
DENR Region X look on.

Keynote speaker, Dr. Mark Infield of
FFI’s Cultural Values and
Conservation Programme talked
about integrating local values into
conservation initiatives.

Datu Amay Matangkilan Cumatang,
Datu of the Higaonon tribe in
Mintapod, Impasug-ong, in Bukidnon,
spoke of how he and the other leaders
in his community have been
advocating for forest conservation in
his community since it was
threatened by logging in the 1970s.
The community now has an Ancestral
Land Domain Title covering 14,000
hectares.

Dr. Merlijn Van Weerd presents about
the cultural value attributed to
crocodiles by local communities
before the influence of western
cultures.
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Datu Benny Cumatang of the Higaonon tribe in Mintapod, Impasug--‐ong, Bukidnon
spoke of the 14,000 hectare ancestral land domain title of his tribe and the importance
of learning traditional knowledge from their elders. He advised the participants to visit
and live in these communities to understand their culture and ways of living. He
emphasized the importance of the youth of the community learning from their elders.
He said that when he accompanied the elder Datu Amay Mantangkilan Cumatang into
the forest he was advised to be silent so as not to disturb the life in the forest. He said
the elders know and have names for everything in the forest, the living things, the
spirits, and even the stones.
Dr. Merlijn van Weerd of the Mabuwaya Foundation spoke about how traditional
cultures respected, feared, and revered crocodiles but were influenced by European and
Western cultures in persecuting crocodiles. His group is now working towards bringing
back this respect for crocodiles so that they will be conserved in the wild.
The 2013 symposium was sponsored by Fauna & Flora International, the Foundation
for the Philippine Environment, Bat Conservation International, the University of
Kansas Biodiversity Institute, Center for Outdoor Recreation and Expedition (CORE),
the Conservation Leadership Programme, Mabuwaya Foundation, and Cambridge
University Press.

The plenary presentations were conducted in the Farmer’s Training Center of the Central
Mindanao University. Scientific posters were exhibited at the back of the hall.

the scientiﬁc posters at the back of the hall.
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2. Students’ participation at the 22nd Philippine Biodiversity Symposium
The Philippine Biodiversity Symposium has always been a venue for students – high
school and undergraduate students - to interact with wildlife researchers and
conservation practitioners and present their studies on Philippine wildlife.
Pecha Kucha: The high school and
undergraduate poster presenters gave
3-minute talks, helping the audience
better understand and appreciate their
research. Over 20 student posters were
displayed and presented.

This year there were 5 plenary presentations by high school students and 12
presentations by undergraduate students on the results of biodiversity and
conservation related scientific studies they conducted. These presentations allow
young researchers to receive feedback on their work and presentation, and potentially
influence them to pursue a career in conservation. The best student presentations were
given awards of books, journal subscriptions and bags courtesy of our sponsors.

Top: Some of the undergraduate student presenters and their advisers. Bottom: High school and
undergraduate student awardees with their prizes and certificates
7

Student Winners: Winners of best oral presentations and scientific presentations for the
high school and undergraduate students’ categories. Prizes were awarded by WCSP
founding and current presidents, Blas Tabaranza (left) and Nina Ingle (right),
respectively.

Jibril Cabiles of Holistic Education and
Development Center, 1st place for high school
student oral presentation

Juan Angelo Frejas Holistic Education and
Development Center, 2nd place for high school
student oral presentation, with co-author

Andrew Reintar of Mindanao State University Iligan Institute of Technology, 1st place winner
for undergraduate oral presentation

Maria Christina Avila of Caraga State University,
2nd place winner for undergraduate oral
presentation

Edgar Jose of Western Philippines University,
3rd place winner for undergraduate oral
presentation

Dexter John Jomoc of Mindanao State University
- Iligan Institute of Technology, 1st place
winner for undergraduate poster presentation
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Book of Abstracts and
Programme of Activities

9

