
 



Visit http://philippinebiodiversitysymposium.wordpress.com 

 

The 23rd Philippine Biodiversity Symposium 

and Joint Meeting of the Wildlife Conservation Society of the Philippines and the 

Association of Systematic Biologists of the Philippines 

 

 

“Forging Partnerships for Understanding and Conserving Biodiversity” 

1-4 April 2014 

University of San Carlos – Talamban Campus, Cebu City 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SYMPOSIUM REPORT 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Symposium artwork by Gerald Soliven and Vhon Oliver Garcia. Photos from Geoff Tabaranza, 

Geillecarki Bucog, David Quimpo, Andrew Reintar, Henry Calilung and Dominic Villareal. 

Report prepared by Cynthia Adeline Layusa, Rafe Brown, Nina Ingle and Eve Maboloc. 



Visit http://philippinebiodiversitysymposium.wordpress.com 

 

Table of Contents 
 

Summary ................................................................................................................................................ 4 

Achievements ......................................................................................................................................... 5 

The Next Steps ....................................................................................................................................... 9 

Acknowledgements ................................................................................................................................ 9 

ANNEX 1: Press Release ........................................................................................................................ 10 

ANNEX 2: Photo Gallery ....................................................................................................................... 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Visit http://philippinebiodiversitysymposium.wordpress.com 

23rd Philippine Biodiversity Symposium 

Forging Partnerships for Understanding and Conserving Biodiversity 
 

 

Summary 

The 4-day 23rd Philippine Biodiversity Symposium, held at the 

University of San Carlos (USC) – Talamban Campus in Cebu 

City, was attended by over 200 participants representing the 

academe, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), research 

institutions, government agencies, funding organizations and 

students.   This was also the first joint meeting of the Wildlife 

Conservation Society of the Philippines (WCSP) and the 

Association of Systematic Biologists of the Philippines (ASBP).  

Aptly themed “Forging Partnerships for Understanding and 

Conserving Biodiversity”, the 23rd Philippine Biodiversity 

Symposium aims to emphasize the need to work with other 

sectors and disciplines in addressing biodiversity conservation 

issues in the country.    

 

The Opening Program, held on the 1st of April, was graced by 

Dr. Theresa Mundita Lim, Director of the Biodiversity 

Management Bureau of the Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources (BMB-DENR) and Dr. Isabelo Montejo, the 

Regional Executive Director of DENR Region 7, who each 

delivered inspirational messages to the audience.  ASBP 

President Dr. Luisito Evangelista and WCSP President Dr. Nina Ingle formally welcomed the guests, 

participants and institutions to the symposium.  Dr. Filipina Sotto from USC’s Biology Department gave a 

presentation on the university’s biodiversity research undertakings.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

   

This year we had the privilege of welcoming two distinguished keynote speakers: Dr. Peter Ng from the 

National University of Singapore, and Dr. Thomas Brooks from the International Union for the Conservation 

of Nature (IUCN) in Switzerland who both gave excellent plenary presentations focused on the theme of the 

symposium.  In his talk ‘Southeast Asia Biodiversity Redux’, Dr. Ng stressed the importance of doing more than 

collecting data for research sake, but to further regional knowledge on biodiversity while encouraging 

collaborations with regional and international colleagues.  Dr. Brooks’ presentation on ‘Guiding Decisions with 

Biodiversity Knowledge’ discussed the importance of biodiversity knowledge drawing examples from the 

advances that the Philippine conservation movement has initiated, such as the Red List of Threatened Species 

and Key Biodiversity Areas in the Philippines, and other international knowledge products, which identifies 

knowledge gaps and in turn guides decision-making processes.  

 

The symposium featured 46 regular oral presentations, 9 undergraduate and high school oral presentations, 

30 regular and 21 student poster presentations, and 6 institutional posters.  We received high-quality 

abstracts, which covered topics ranging from parasites to marine turtles, and from habitat assessment to 

illegal wildlife trade.   Our congratulations go to the winners of the student oral and poster presentations.  The 
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winners received bags and books from the sponsors; the 1st place winners received an additional 1-year 

subscription to Fauna & Flora International (FFI) and Oryx, the international journal for conservation. 

 

High School Presentations 

 Aira Trisha G. Dy Guaso – Contiguous forest cover or broken woodland: testing models of residential 

development vis-a-vis bird diversity in Antipolo, Taytay, Rizal 

 Marina Nicole G. Salvador – Re-introduction of Awaous melanocephalus Bleeker, 1849 (Biang Bato) in three 

Antipolo streams experiencing graded anthropogenic disturbance 

 Ron Rainier A. Esponilla – Identification of endoparasites and ectoparasites present in the PSHS-MC 

squirrel 

 

Undergraduate Oral Presentations 

 1st - Anna Patricia V. Gerong – Macrophyte distribution in the littoral zones of Lake Taal 

 2nd - Johaimen M. Maca-alang – Diversity and diurnal roosting preferences of cave-dwelling bats in 

Barangay Plazan and Lower Itil, Balabagan, Lanao del Sur, Philippines 

 3rd - Estephen B. Fortela – Species limits and biogeography of Philippine Malkohas (Cuculiformes: Cuculidae) 

from Luzon Islands and Palawan Faunal Regions 

 3rd - Felipe L. Del Castillo – Comparison of the diversity of ground-dwelling ants in a forested area and a 

coconut plantation in Bacon-Manito, Bicol, Philippines 

 

Undergraduate Poster Presentations 

 1st - Raul B. Balinton Jr. – Karyotype of a minute frog species Oreophryne sp. (Amphibia: Anura: Microhylidae) 

in Agusan Marsh, Bunawan, Agusan del Sur, Philippines, and notes on its morphobehavioral characteristics 

 2nd - Gerrie Mae A. Flores – Diversity and abundance of stream frogs in Camiguin Sur, Northern Mindanao 

 3rd - Aren Beryl B. Daga – Habitat preferences of ground–dwelling small mammals of Mt. Timpoong, 

Camiguin Sur, Philippines 

 3rd - Arjay E. Amba – Assemblages, visitation rates and behavior of birds in selected fruiting trees in Mt. 

Timpoong, Camiguin Sur, Philippines 

 3rd - Eloisa Mae A. Tereso – Diversity, distribution and microhabitat preferences of frogs in Mt. Timpoong, 

Camiguin Sur, Philippines 

 

Three workshops – Reinventing the Wheel of Environmental Education, Would the Proposed New Standards 

for Identification of Key Biodiversity Areas be Fit for Purpose in the Philippines, and Local Communities as 

Partners in Biodiversity Research and Conservation – and one mini-symposium on the Challenges and Issues 

Facing Natural History Collections and Museums were held concurrently on the afternoon of the 4th of April 

2014.     

 

Achievements 

The 23rd Philippine Biodiversity Symposium was deemed a success: it was successful in becoming a venue to 

exchange new information and researches in Philippine biodiversity, systematics and conservation; as a venue 

for networking among practitioners in these fields; and as a venue in bringing the WCSP and ASBP to our first 

joint meeting – consistent with the aims of the symposium and the objectives of the participants in attending 

the symposium.  The majority of the respondents to the post-symposium evaluation (n=136) agreed that over-

all the symposium was ‘Excellent’ (46%) and ‘Very Good’ (45%), see Graph 1. 
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Ninety-five percent (95%) of the participants indicated that their main objectives for coming to the 

symposium were met either under the ‘Excellent’ or ‘Very Good’ categories (Graph 2).  The objectives 

frequently cited were a) to gain new methods and knowledge on Philippine biodiversity conservation, research 

and systematics; b) to be updated on new researches and projects in these fields; c) to present current work 

and studies; d) to network among colleagues and practitioners; and e) to build ties with possible mentors or 

collaborators.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The plenary talk, and scientific oral and poster presentations also received high scores from the evaluation, 
mostly between ‘Excellent’ and ‘Very Good’ scores, summarized in Graphs 3 - 5.  The participants particularly 
found the presentations of the keynote speakers’ outstanding, majority of whom scored the keynote 
addresses as ‘Excellent’.  Some respondents also commented on the oral and poster presentations, noting the 
diversity of topics and the quality of studies presented.  Also noteworthy were the high school and 
undergraduate presentations and the excellent way in which the students presented their studies.   
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graph 1: Overall Rating: The symposium was...  

 

5 – 46%, 4 – 45%, 3 –7%, 2 – 2%, 1 – 0% 

 

Graph 2: Was your main objective in attending 
the symposium met? 

 

5 – 66%, 4 – 29%, 3 – 3%, 2 – 1%, 1 – 1% 

 

Key: 5 = excellent, 4 = very good, 3= good, 2= fair, 1 = poor 

Key: 5 = excellent, 4 = very good, 3= good, 2= fair, 1 = poor 

3a: Concurrent session day 1 

 

5 – 46%, 4 – 47%, 3 – 5%,  

2 – 1%, 1 – 1% 

Graph 3: Oral Presentations 

3b: Concurrent session day 2 

 

5 – 50%, 4 – 44%, 3 – 6%,  

2 – 0%, 1 – 1% 

3c: Concurrent session day 3 

 

5 – 68%, 4 – 27%, 3 – 5%, 2 – 0%, 

1 – 1% 
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Likewise, the mini-symposium and workshops garnered positive responses from the participants, wherein the 

substance and usefulness of the information given during the sessions, the new applications and insights 

gained as well as the quality of the presentations and facilitations were scored either ‘Excellent’ or ‘Very Good’ 

(see graph 6). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s symposium was also the first to use a website for general 

communication and registration purposes, furthering our reach to over 40 

countries as shown in the graphics below.   This website is the one-stop-shop 

for news, downloadable templates and invitations, and announcements on the 

symposium.  Furthermore, we have introduced an online on-site registration 

system during this symposium, which helped us improve our efficiency in 

accommodating participants, and in managing data and contact information.  

The symposium website is accessible through 

http://philippinebiodiversitysymposium.wordpress.com. 

 

 

 

 

4a: Institutional posters 

 

5 – 42%, 4 – 35%, 3 – 20%, 2 – 3%, 1 – 0% 

4b: Scientific posters and pecha kucha 

 

5 – 68%, 4 – 27%, 3 – 5%, 2 – 0%, 1 – 1% 

Graph 4: Poster Presentations 

Key: 5 = excellent, 4 = very good, 3= good, 2= fair, 1 = poor 

5c: Clear presentation 

 
5 – 52%, 4 – 39%, 

3 – 9%, 2 – 0%, 1 – 0% 

 

5b: New applications 
or insights gained   

 
5 – 57%, 4 – 36%, 

3 – 6%, 2 – 1%, 1 – 0% 

 

5d: Well-organized 
and facilitated 

 

5 – 58%, 4 – 32%, 

3 – 8%, 2 – 2%, 1 – 0% 

 

5a: Substance and 
usefulness of 
information 

 
5 – 67%, 4 – 26%,  

3 – 6%, 2 – 1%, 1 – 0% 

Graph 5: Workshops and Mini-Symposium Feedback 

Key: 5 = excellent, 4 = very good, 3= good, 2= fair, 1 = poor 
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Top views by country as of April 28, 2014 
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The Next Steps 

The challenge for the organizers and host of the next Philippine Biodiversity Symposium is to sustain the 

momentum that the previous symposia have gathered, and to assure continued growth of the Society’s 

momentum and expansion of partnerships which were established at this year’s symposium and joint 

meeting. Inviting more institutions working on Philippine biodiversity to exhibit their work, and tapping 

potential partner organizations will help the symposium contribute further towards continued understanding 

of Philippine biodiversity conservation and research.  

 

In terms of organization, the Society officers and hosts should refine some aspects of the logistics (i.e. food 

options, available accommodations, signage) to cater to participants’ respective needs.  Volunteerism among 

the general membership should also be encouraged to provide support to the secretariat and to the 

organization of the activities within the symposium.  A more directed fundraising should be prioritized not 

only to fund the symposium, but also to extend more support to student presenters, and symposium 

volunteers, as well as to fund the organization’s activities (e.g., field trips) outside of the symposium.   
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ANNEX 1: Press Release 

 

Philippine Biodiversity 

Symposium in Cebu 

PERSPECTIVE By Cherry Ballescas (The Freeman) | Updated March 20, 2014 - 

12:00am 

Allow us to give way to these updates from our scholar friend, Dr. 

Lawrence Liao of  the Graduate School of  Biosphere Science, Faculty of 

Applied Biological Sciences of Hiroshima University and the invitation to 

all, to attend the April 1-14 Philippine Biodiversity Symposium at the 

University of San Carlos in Cebu. 

Dr. Liao informed us that "the Philippines-Singapore Marine Science 

Colloquium was held last February 24-25 at Holy Name University (HNU) in Tagbilaran. The event was borne out of the 

need for increased interactions among scientists in the ASEAN region, but specifically between Singapore and the 

Philippines. Bohol was chosen to host the event because the marine biodiversity around Bohol is proving to be one of the 

richest in the archipelago. This discovery was initially made by scientists from Singapore in the early 2000, and which led 

to the launching of the huge Panglao Expedition in 2003 and 2004. It was the coming of age of Bohol in the global marine 

biodiversity arena so to speak. Up to this day, new discoveries and new species of marine biota are still reported without 

any hints of when this will end." 

According to Dr. Liao, "the conference was specifically targeted to stimulate more interests (for collaboration and info 

sharing) among marine scientists of both countries as well as the general public in Bohol of this vast richness at the 

doorsteps of Bohol."  

"Professor Chou Loke-Ming, an international specialist of coral reef ecology came to deliver his talk on the status of coral 

reefs and associated threats around Southeast Asia.  About 40 people from both sides attended and presented researches 

particularly dwelling on coral reefs and how environmental changes have affected them.  Both countries share the same 

environmental challenges so it was a good time to learn from one another. 

The conference was capped by a two-day diving tour of Balicasag where both Singaporeans and Filipinos marveled at the 

beautiful underwater gems there." 

Dr. Liao wrote that he thinks "one of the most important consequences of the conference (first time HNU hosted an 

international event) was affording an opportunity for students there, some members of the general public as well as 

politicians to listen to relevant research presentations that can impact on local conditions." 

For those interested to learn more about our biodiversity, Dr. Liao is inviting everyone to the 23rd Philippine Biodiversity 

Symposium which will be held at the University of San Carlos on April 1-4. Expected to attend are biodiversity scientists, 

conservation biologists, students and researchers from all over the Philippines and abroad. 

http://www.philstar.com/author/Cherry%20Ballescas/PERSPECTIVE
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The annual conference will be co-organized jointly for the first time by the Wildlife Conservation Society of the Philippines 

(WCSP) and the Association of Systematic Biologists of the Philippines (ASBP), with the timely theme "Forging 

Partnerships for Understanding and Conserving Philippine Biodiversity."  Symposium activities will include an 

institutional fair where organizations involved in biodiversity research and conservation can present posters, as well as 

plenary addresses, concurrent mini-symposia and/or workshops, and contributed oral and poster presentations including 

special sessions for high school and undergraduate students. 

Two of the leading spokespersons on biodiversity and wildlife conservation, Dr. Thomas M. Brooks, head of the Science 

and Knowledge Unit of  the  International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) based in Switzerland will speak on 

new global efforts towards knowledge generation and capacity building for policy making and conservation action and 

Dr. Brooks will facilitate, side by side with Filipino colleagues, a workshop assessing new proposed standards used for 

identifying Key Biodiversity Areas and how these might apply for the Philippine situation. 

Dr. Peter K.L. Ng, director of the Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research and professor at the Department of Biological 

Sciences, both at the National University of  Singapore will speak on the role of regional partnerships in the 

documentation of the rich biodiversity in Southeast  Asia, with examples drawn from the recent marine expeditions he 

helped organize in the seas around Bohol that reaffirmed the global position of  the Philippines as the hottest of the 

world's marine biodiversity hotspots. A world renowned carcinologist, Dr. Ng and his international colleagues have been 

reporting many discoveries of new species from the Philippines to this day. 

Dr. Liao adds that the choice of Cebu City as conference venue this year is timely.  "Dubbed as having 'zero forest cover' 

by the international media, the island of Cebu hosts a number of endemic and critically endangered species in its 

remaining, highly fragmented forest patches left untouched due to their treacherous topography. Among these are bird 

species like the Cebu black shama, locally known as 'siloy' and the Cebu flowerpecker, reputedly one of the most critically 

threatened birds in the world with a population of less than 100 individuals. Cebu province is home to the Olango wildlife 

sanctuary which hosts the largest concentration of migratory birds and is the first wetland of international importance 

(Ramsar Convention) in the Philippines.  Today, many NGOs and government entities are joining hands to save whatever 

remaining species and habitats there are around the province and the country.  (email 

at cherryb_thefreeman@yahoo.com ) 

Most of these organizations will be represented at the Philippine Biodiversity Symposium. Please 

contact philbiodiversity.symposium@gmail.com or access www.philippinebiodiversitysymposium.wordpress.com for 

further inquiries." 

 

 

  

mailto:cherryb_thefreeman@yahoo.com
mailto:philbiodiversity.symposium@gmail.com
http://www.philippinebiodiversitysymposium.wordpress.com/


Visit http://philippinebiodiversitysymposium.wordpress.com 

ANNEX 2: Photo Gallery 

 

 

  

 

 
Opening Program Ceremonies with (L-R) Dr. Robert Pagulayan, Master of Ceremonies; Dr. Isabelo Montejo, 

RED, DENR – Reg 7; Dr. Theresa Mundita Lim, Director, BMB-DENR (Geoff Tabaranza) 

Participants of the 23rd Philippine Biodiversity Symposium (Dominic Villareal) 
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 (JG. Tabaranza 

 

Opening of the Institutional Posters and Exhibit with ASBP President Dr. Luisito Evangelista, keynote 

speakers Dr. Thomas Brooks and Dr. Peter Ng, and WCSP President Dr. Nina Ingle (Geoff Tabaranza) 

Institutional Posters and Exhibit (Geillecarki Bucog and Geoff Tabaranza) 

First Keynote Address with (L-R) Dr. Nina Ingle, WCSP President; Dr. Arvin Diesmos, ASBP and WCSP 

member; and keynote speaker Dr. Peter Ng, National University of Singapore (Geoff Tabaranza) 
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 Scientific Poster Presentations and Student’s Pecha Kucha (Geoff Tabaranza) 
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Second Keynote Address with (L-R) Lisa Paguntalan of WCSP/ PBCFI and keynote speaker Dr. Thomas 

Brooks, IUCN (Geoff Tabaranza) 

 

Scientific Oral Presentations (David Quimpo, Geillecarki Bucog) 
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Scientific Oral Presentations (David Quimpo, Geillecarki Bucog and Andrew Reintar) 
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Workshop Sessions (Geillecarki Bucog, Nina Ingle) 
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Awarding Ceremony for Best Student Presentations (Andrew Reintar, Henry Calilung and Geoff Tabaranza) 
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Students with the keynote speakers (Geoff Tabaranza) 

 

Conservation Leadership Programme Alumni Networking Night (Geoff Tabaranza) 

 

With Dr. Angel Alcala (Geillecarki Bucog) 

 


